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March 6th, 2016  

To whom it may concern, 

I am Vincent Pham, a grade 9 student, currently studying at Chaminade College 

School in the Toronto Catholic School Board. I am writing to you today to address the 

issue on the law of euthanasia and assisted suicide that may be passed in June of 2016.  

“Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the creative action of God and 

it remains for ever in a special relationship with the Creator, who is its sole end. God alone is the 

Lord of life from its beginning until its end: no one can under any circumstance claim for himself 

the right directly to destroy an innocent human being." (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2258) 

The quote above, from the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) teaches Catholics 

that all human life is a gift from God. A very similar teaching also appears in ALL 

religions. Therefore, all effort should be made to preserve and protect life of all human 

beings. The play with words ‘dying with dignity’ has come into use often. However, 

this is not right. True dignity is shown through the sufferings one endures during the 

last moments of their life. We can try to give them as comfortable as possible without 

taking one’s life away. During the last sufferings of a person on their death bed, they 

are pushing their way through until the end, therefore accepting what Catholics say ‘the 

will of God’. Catholics believe that God has a “blueprint” of each person’s life. We 

believe that God has planned the day of our birth and the day of our death. No one 

should be altering with the will of God. 

“You shall not kill” (Exodus 20:13) is the fifth commandment of Christian faith, 

taken from the book of Exodus. “And do not take any human being's life - that God willed to 

be sacred - other than in [the pursuit of] justice."(Qu’ran 17:33) is a law from the Qu’ran of 

the Islamic religion. The first precept of Buddhism is also “do not kill”. Therefore, this 

proves that there is no religion that teaches to take one’s life away. Rather, to respect it 

and treat it with true dignity. The CCC teaches: “The fifth commandment forbids direct and 

intentional killing as gravely sinful.” (CCC 2268) Euthanasia and assisted suicide is indeed, 

an intentional killing as this act has been planned with full knowledge of what is to 

come. Catholic hospitals will be forced to destroy life which would be going against the 

Catholic faith.  

The role of doctors and nurses is to help cure and heal patients, trying their very 

best to bring life to people. However, if the law of euthanasia and assisted suicide is 



 
 

passed, this will no longer be the case. Their role would be the total opposite: to take 

away lives. By passing the law of pressuring physicians in giving euthanasia and 

assisted suicide, this will cause many problems both faiths related and mental related. 

As said in the last paragraph, all religions are taught to respect life and not to destroy it. 

Consider yourself in the situation where you are forced to give assisted suicide to 

someone. How would you feel? Will that image stay in your mind forever and lead to 

sad, depressed feelings? Again, I repeat that the role of those in the medical field is to 

help preserve life and NOT to destroy it.  

I am sure that majority of Ontarians and Canadians in general do not want their tax 

money being used to kill people. Rather, they want their tax money to be used for 

education, health care, safety and for the homeless. There are people out there on the 

streets that want to live a proper life, such as the homeless men and women and teens. 

They want a life. But what are we planning to do? Trying to take away life in an 

unbeneficial way! I think that we should rather be used to bring life to my city, province 

and country rather than take the precious lives away.  

Another danger this law may pose would be to immigrants in the country. Some 

immigrants may have a family member in the hospital that is ill. They are approached 

by a doctor and asked, “Do you allow your family member’s death to be under our 

control under your consent?” Put yourself in their shoes. You are an immigrant from a 

country, you do not know much English and asked and you just answer “Yes” thinking 

that the doctor is offering a medication. How would you feel? Or, consider yourself a 

mother/father of your son/daughter; would you be crazy enough to have your child be 

killed just because they are ill? Or, put yourself in shoes of a person who felt so 

depressed. What would you do? There are so many choices out there funded by the 

government to assist in this rather than taking your life away. THERE ARE SO MANY 

OPTIONS RATHER THAN TAKING A LIFE AWAY! WHY DESTROY IT?  

I sincerely urge the government of Canada not pass the law of euthanasia and 

assisted suicide due to the above reasons based on my faith, other faith, natural law and 

my own personal knowledge. All I can say is that, destroying life is wrong! Life is a 

great journey, even with its sufferings for it is just a natural thing. It is human nature. 

There is no one on this planet that has not experienced any form suffering. Each person 

needs to learn to accept suffering as a gift. Even though, it comes with the “side effects”, 

it is truly a gift as it is a challenge to be courageous. How wonderful is it to live the last 

moments of life, “pass through the narrow door” (Luke 13:24), and able to die naturally. By 

doing so, it is showing to those around that by dying in suffering that it is a gift, a 

witness of life.  



 
 

I hope you consider my letter of petition as a strong urge to respect all forms of life 

and that life should not be destroyed in any form.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Vincent Pham  

 


