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 I have chosen to draw Pope Francis and chose to title it, “Merciful Face”. The time period 

in which I worked on this portrait coincided with the last weeks of the Jubilee of Mercy which 

was opened by Pope Francis back on December 08, 2015. The pontificate of Pope Francis seems 

to revolve around the concept of mercy. When reading Pope Francis’ writings and hearing his 

homilies, I am constantly being reminded to show mercy and love to others. Pope Francis is also 

a man of simplicity. I drew this portrait with the hope of capturing his merciful face and the 

simplicity. The portrait clearly demonstrates the elements of shape, form, texture and colour. 

Like Pope Francis, the base of the portrait is composed of simple shapes. I have attempted to 

create a rough texture of skin as Pope Francis is a seventy-nine-year-old man. Using different 

types of graphite pencils, I tried to use shading to create the different skin tones depicted in the 

reference drawing. The portrait also depicts the principles of art. Much time was invested into 

putting contrast into the portrait, especially the contrast on the face. The reference I have chosen 

applied the rule of thirds, therefore capturing the viewer’s attention, also providing the balance 

for the portrait. The portrait also depicts the principle of unity and harmony. Even though the 

main feature of the portrait is the pontiff’s face, the other features such as the white cassock, the 

zucchetto or the chain of the pectoral cross do not distract the portrait. However, all these 

features seem to be in perfect harmony with the face of the merciful pontiff, still placing his face 

at the centre of attention.  Throughout the course of drawing this portrait, I had the chance to 

improve on the skills of organization, self-regulation and independent work. It was only through 

achieving those skills have I been able to successfully capture the likeness of Pope Francis and 

that is what I am the proudest of. However, like in any project, I also faced the difficulty of 

executing several features including his distinct jaw line and his white hair. Most of all, 

capturing the Holy Father’s bright eyes and big smile was very difficult. It was only through 

many attempts, erasing and YouTube videos was I able to overcome those barriers. In order to 

better perfect the portrait, I asked my sister to look at the portrait and consulted with her on the 

difficult features. I am happy that I have overcome those barriers. Any piece of art has room for 

improvement. Therefore, I do have to have to recognize that I have not captured the natural smile 

on the Holy Father’s face as I have wished. If I had another chance to do this portrait, I would try 

and perfect it. Doing this portrait was one of the best projects I have done during my school 

career and a great piece to end the Church’s Jubilee of Mercy called by Pope Francis.   


